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SYNOPSIS. Baystone Bank Reservoir was constructed in 1877 to supply water to the village of 
Millom, Cumbria.  By 1996 the reservoir yield was not required for water supply purposes and in 
2002 the reservoir was also identified as having inadequate spillway capacity.  Following an 
assessment of possible options the North West’s regional water company United Utilities took the 
decision to discontinue the dam and restore Whicham Beck to its pre-impoundment condition.  This 
paper describes the reasons for the discontinuance, the design process and subsequent construction.  
   


